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A Christian Student’s Prayer 


ga HELP ME DARE! 


To learn and cull the best in Christian lore; 

To know the throb and drive of Christ’s great pow’r; 
To feel deep down a brother’s gnawing pain; 
To hold convictions, working for a common aim— 
To love with all my heart, as God’s own Son, 
Until the whole wide world for him is won. 
God help me dare! 

—Joseph M. Gettys. 
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POLL ON REUNION MAINTAINS EARLY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: A WOMAN’S 
PERCENTAGES WORLD—OR IS IT? 


THE LIVING CHURCH By Dorothy Boardman 
By Joseph M. Gettys 


‘TQ EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS STUDENT EDITORIALS— 
SEVERAL ABILITY” God, Make Us Students 
By Nancy Inscoe The Church I’d Like to Work In 


THE CHURCH LIBRARY SPEAKS Seeing Is Learning . 
By Flora Redd Johnson Creative Christianity 




















Letters to the Editors 





Urges Need of Assembly’s Executive Group 





Everybody’s Business, Nobody’s 


To the Editors: 

Why is it the Presbyterian Church, US, 
has no Board of Directors, or in Presby- 
terian language, “Executive Committee of 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States?” 

Our next General Assembly should take 
the proper steps to erect one. Give us 
more information on this subject. A re- 
print of your article-editorial, of Septem- 
ber 24, 1945, entitled “See Their Banners 
GO,” would be helpful. (Cf. editorial, 
“Among Our Most Urgent Needs,” March 
25.) 

Close association with a Moderator of 
the General Assembly enabled me to know 
how frequently matters arise upon which 
something should be said, or about which 
something should be done. 

The great number of ad interim com- 
mittees and special committees indicates 
the inadequacy of our present organiza- 
tion to furnish the General Assembly with 
information, or to recommend immediate 
action on urgent matters. 

Two or three years are necessary to get 
around to what needs to be done now. 
Busy ministers and laymen assume re- 
sponsibilities when they are committed 
to them, but our church has failed at 
many points, because what is everybody's 
business is nobody's business. 

When the executive committee of the 
Southern Baptist Convention met in my 
town I learned, to my perplexity, that 
all other denominations seem.to have such 
a committee. Does this account, at least 
in part, for our trailing in facing up to 
the challenges confronting the church in 
these crucial days? 

R. MATTHEW LYNN. 
Houston, Texas. 


Important to Benevolence Treasurers 
To the Editors: 

Beginning with the new church year 
(April 1) the causes of Evangelism, Radio 
and War Relief will be included in the 
Benevolent Budget of the General Assem- 
bly. Evangelism is to receive.75 per cent, 
Radio 1.25’ per cent and War Relief 3 per 
cent. The General Assembly has desig- 
nated the undersigned as treasurer and 
all contributions should be sent to him. 
One check can include contributions to 
all three causes, but there should be an 
accompanying statement which will indi- 
cate clearly source, object and distribution 
of the gifts. 

E. C. SCOTT. 
1120 Liberty Bank Building, 
Dallas 1, Texas. 


Wants Greater Elder Participation 
To the Editors: 

I am wondering if a drastic change in 
Presbyterian government would not be 
beneficial. The change I have in mind 
would increase greatly the ruling elder 
representation in the church courts, 

The ruling elder membership in the low- 
est church court, the session, greatly out- 
number the teaching eldership member- 
ship, of course, ten to one, or maybe 30 to 
one. But in the higher church courts, espec- 
ially in attendance upon the presbyteries 
and synods, the teaching elders greatly 
outnumber the ruling elders. Furthermore 
the ruling elders are generally ignorant 
of procedure and issues. This condition 
prevails also in the General Assembly. 
This is not good. Indeed, it is very bad. 
It tends to make the ruling elders inac- 


tive in church life. 

To be elected a commissioner to one of 
the church courts is considered an honor 
that every ruling elder at some time 
should enjoy. The result is that a ruling 
elder may go to a higher church court 
only a few times in his life. Being ig- 
norant of procedure and of issues he is 
almost useless. 


A remedy would be to give each session 
at least two commissioners to the-higher 
courts, give a two-year term to one and 
let the other be subject to re-election to 
the succeeding two-year term, at the ex- 
piration of his first year. 

FITZ HUGH McMASTER. 
Columbia, S. C. 


Reasons For and Against 


@ EDITORS’ NOTE—The poll now be- 
ing conducted on the general question of 
the reunion of the Presbyterian Churches, 
Us and USA, is producing a flood of com- 
ment—pro and con. It would be next to 
impossible to reproduce all of it, but some 
quotations may prove of interest to our 
readers. Presbytery is shown in each case 
and synod when necessary, where un- 
signed statements have been submitted. 
Signatures are given when _ statements 
have been signed. 


REASONS GIVEN BY SOME WHO OP- 

POSE REUNION: 

Orange (N. C.): Basic belief and prop- 
erty status, 

Columbia (Tenn.): There will be a con- 
tinuing Southern Presbyterian Church. 
Let us alone.”—James D. Wallace. 

Ouachita (Ark.): Yankees are an alien 
people and think the ideas of Ashdod in 
language of Jews.—James W. Wallace. 

Paris (‘Tex.): The Auburn Affirmation.— 
A. P. Prestwood and others. 

Enoree (S. C.): Because officially the 
USA church is apostate—H. Waddell 
Pratt. 

Montgomery (Va.): I like old time reli- 
gion; not so much form.—Elder. 

Tuscaloosa (Ala.): Too many hot-headed 
Southerners that have not forgotten how 
their mothers, grandmothers, fathers and 
grandfathers were treated. I think the 
memory should be forgotten before union 
is considered. 

Central Texas: Modernism. 

Macon (Ga.): I oppose reunion so long 
as it threatens to subsidize the fragmen- 
tation of our doctrinal integrity. 

Knoxville (Appl.): I do not approve the 
teachings of the USA Presbyterian Church. 

West Hanover (Va.): A lost and perish- 
ing world is more likely to be moved to 
repentance and faith by a small group 
with a clear-cut testimony than by a large 
group with a broad, indefinite testimony. 

Florida: Because there is nothing to 
gain. 

Winchester (Va.):; Sentiment, tradition, 
other reasons.—An Elder. 

El Paso (Tex.): I favor union of the 
sound elements of each church only. 


Letters to the editors should be 
limited to 300 words. Exz- 
cept im unusual circumstances 
longer letters will be made to 
conform to this length. Brief 
comments of 50 to 100 words 
are encouraged. 
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SOME WHO FAVOR REUNION PUT 
THEIR CASE IN THESE WORDS: 


Greenbrier (W. Va.): No valid obstacle 
in the way appears to me. “We be breth- 
ren.” 

Potosi (Mo.): As soon as practicable, 
or even sooner. I have waited for it for 
more than 50 years. 

South Carolina: [ favor reunion as soon 
as practicable; there will be a protesting 
group until the end of time. 

East Hanover (Va.): God speed the day. 

Nashville (Tenn.): Why should our 
church be isolationist which makes for 
world confusion? 

Asheville (Appl.): It is practicable—in 
the Kingdom of God sense—at once. 

St. Johns (Fla).: If churches cannot get 
together and work how can the church 
influence the world? 

Western Texas: There will always be a 
protesting minority. Reunion should not 
be unduly delayed by it. 

Fayetteville (N. C.): I would not hold 
back for a minority of 50,000 or perhaps 
75,000. 


NOT FOR UNION OR SEPARATION: 

Central, (Miss.): After a lifetime of 
hearing the subject discussed I do not 
fear either union or non-union. No great 
benefit, spiritually or practically, will re- 
sult in either event.—T. B. Grafton, 


NOT FOR US: 

Albemarle (N. C.): I don’t want your 
paper. I am sorry you have no more of 
Christ than to keep agitating this mess. 
May God help you compromising agnos- 
tics. You have left the faith and truth 
of God’s Word. 


Presbyterian Chaplains Find Unity 
To the Editors: 

For three weeks no mail had reached 
this lonely outpost way down here on the 
equator and you may well imagine that 
the lack of our only contact with home 
didn’t tend to increase our morale any. 
Then a ship came in loaded with first-class 
mail in which were several copies of THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK sent me by 
my father. I am sure they arrived in 
answer to a prayer. 

I have read them all with pleasure and 
profit to myself and I am sure that, in- 
directly, the men whom I serve have been 
benefited by them also. I was so deeply 
impressed by one article that I determined 
to write you my hearty endorsement of 
it: “Let Us Reunite!” by Franc L. Me- 
Cluer (Dec. 17). The fact that Presbyte- 
rians whether they come from the north 
or south, east or west, have a common 
affinity cannot well be denied. 

While I was serving with the Fourth 
Marine Division in the Hawaiian Islands, 
it was my good pleasure to be associated 
with about twenty chaplains of various 
faiths. There were seven Presbyterians: 
Chaplain P. O. Sartelle of West Virginia 
and I representing the Southern Church. 
Each week we seven Presbyterian chap- 
lains held a meeting for our mutual bene- 
fit. We would discuss problems that had 
arisen in our work, but mainly the bene- 
fit was derived from the fact that we were 
all members of one church. In our dis- 
cussions we differed on many points, as is 
natural with a group of thinking men, 
but we were all of one accord regard- 
ing the faith we professed. I am firmly 
of the opinion that our church as a de- 


nomination and the Church of Jesus Christ: 


as a whole would be greatly strengthened 
by being united in body as well as in 
spirit. 
PAUL W. REIGNER, 
Chaplain, USNR. 
FPO, San Francisco. 


1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., 
he South, Inc., Room 303, 18 North Fifth 
Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Visitation Evangelism Week Nears 


Special Preparation Made 


Throughout the Assembly, the week 
of April 7-14 is to be observed as Visi- 
tation Evangelism Week. Since March 
10, according to the plan arranged by 
Evangelism Director H. H. Thompson, 
congregations have been preparing in 
the following ways: 

In Church Attendance—Every mem- 
ber attending at least one service of 
worship on the five Sundays included. 
The membership roll divided into 
groups of not more than twenty per- 
sons each, with a leader to promote and 
keep the attendance record of each 
group and of visitors. ‘Attendance 
Registration’? cards used during this 
period. Attendance promoted by men’s, 
women’s, and young people’s organi- 
zations. Church officers visiting to en- 
courage faithfulness to the church. 
Letters written and literature dis- 
tributed, emphasizing church loyalty. 

In Securing Names of Prospects.— 
Obtained from ‘‘Attendance Registra- 
tion’? cards signed by visitors, from 


for Pre-Easter Emphasis 


close study of church and Sunday school 
rolls and other ways suggested by 
literature. 

In Selecting Workers for Visitation— 
Choose prayerfully and carefully from 
men, women, and young people, at least 
two weeks prior to April 7, majority 
to be men. 

In Specially-Prepared Sermons—Mes- 
sages to remind people of the estate of 
those without Christ, and the fullness 
of the blessings of those in Christ. 

In Enlisting Intercessors—Groups 
and individuals, seeking especially the 
blessing of the Holy Spirit upon the 
efforts of Visitation Evangelism week. 


The Visitation Program: April 7-14 

Supper meetings each evening, where 
possible, Monday through Thursday. 
Instructions on securing decisions for 
Christ and the church each evening. 
Visitors make calls after instruction 
periods. Reports made, assignment of 
new prospects, beginning with Tuesday. 
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Reprinted from The Washington Post 
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Percentages Remain 
As Before With Four 
More Synods Added 


Poll on Reunion Shows Feeling 
Of Ministers, Elders, Seminarians 


Second report on the poll now being 
conducted on Southern Presbyterian 
attitudes toward reunion with the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, shows a continua- 
tion of the percentages reported last 
week: 38% favoring reunion as soon as 
practicable; 33% favoring reunion but 
not while there is a “considerable pro- 
testing minority’; and 29% opposed. 
Reports from Appalachia, Texas, Ten- 
nessee and Snedecor Memorial synods 
are listed for their first time. 

The poll reflects the response obtained 
from cards sent to all the ministers in 
the church, to all seminary students, 
and to hundreds of elders. More com- 
plete returns will be published in these 
columns in coming weeks. 

The statements, to which response has 
been made, are as follows: 

1. I favor reunion of these two 
churches as soon as practicable. 

2. I favor reunion of these churches, 
but not while there is any considerable 
protesting minority. 

3. I oppose reunion of these two 
churches. 


SYNODS 1 2 3 
Snedecor 54% 38% 8% 
Kentucky 64 26 10 
Tennessee 46 36 18 
Seminary Students 50 30 20 
Virginia 40 36 24 
Alabama 33 43 24 
Texas 46 29 25 
North Carolina 37 32 31 
Florida 41 25 34 
Mississippi 24 36 40 
Appalachia 17 40 43 
South Carolina 16 32 52 

SUMMARY 38 33 29 


Council Asks Investigation 
Of Tennessee Race Riot 


New York, (RNS)—A full investiga- 
tion by the United States Department 
of Justice and the Governor of Tennes- 
see into the recent race clash between 
Negroes and whites in Columbia, Tenn., 
was called for by the executive commit- 
tee of the Federal Council of Churches 
at its regular bi-monthly meeting here, 

In telegrams to U. S. Attorney Gen- 
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eral Tom C. Clark and Governor Jim 
McCord of Tennessee the committee de- 
clared: “‘There are charges of the 
searching of homes without warrants, 
the wholesale arrests and holding in- 
communicado of people who were de- 
fending themselves, the shooting and 
killing of prisoners in the jail and sev- 
eral other acts which are a violation of 
the constitutional rights of citizens, and 
illegal conduct on the part of officers of 
the law.” 

The committee’ specifically urged 
Clark and Gov. McCord to take “such 
legal action under the federal and state 
laws as the facts may warrant so as to 
bring to justice any and all persons, in- 
cluding officers of the law, who may be 
guilty.” ; 

“In these critical times,’’ the commit- 
tee said, ‘‘this incident has grave im- 
portance, far beyond the bounds of the 
local community where it occurred.” 


USA Presbyterians Lead in 
World Service Support 


The Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., was 
tne leading source for contributions to 
the Commission for World Council Serv- 
ice during the year 1945, according to 
figures in the report of the commission, 
recently released. 

With the closing of the books for 
1945 the Commission for World Council 
Service received from all sources a total 
of $1,490,379.82. Of this amount 
$385,398.73 was received from the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. The next 
largest amount was $219,740.65, re- 
ceived from the Methodist Church. 
Other denominations which contributed 
large amounts were: Evangelical and 
Reformed, $179,363.33; Lutheran Synod 
of Missouri, Ohio, and other States, 
$100,000; Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the U. S. A., $58,986.20; Disciples 
of Christ, $57,818.70; Reformed Church 
in America, $55,981.20; Northern Bap- 
tist Convention, $51,550.93; and 
Lutheran World Convention $50,000. 

“We are witnessing church coopera- 
tion on the very highest level both 
spiritually and materially, as we unite 
our forces in support of the overwhelm- 
ing task of rehabilitation,” the report 
states. 

George Emerson Barnes is vice-chair- 





man of the Commission for World 
A. T. 8. Issue 

This is the Assembly’s Training 

School issue of THE PRESBY- 


TERIAN OUTLOOK, prepared by 
student editors from that institution. 
The student staff has had entire re- 
sponsibility for the cover, articles, 
editorials, book and poetry sections. 
The staff is listed on page 8. This 
is the concluding number in this 
year’s seminary-training school stu- 
dent issues. The editors are deeply 
grateful for splendid cooperation and 
intelligent and painstaking interest. 











Council Service. Homer MeMillan of 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S., and W. 
Bruce Wilson of the United Presbyterian 
Church, are members of the commission. 


Government Freezes Sale of 
Army and Navy Chapels 


Washington, D. C., (RNS)—Govern- 
ment-owned chapels, even when situated 
on Army and Navy posts which are be- 
ing dismantled, have been ‘‘frozen’’ so 
far as their sale as surplus property is 
concerned, War Assets Corporation 
officials announced. They said, how- 
ever, that they are working with the 
armed services in the formulation of a 
disposal policy. 

President. Truman has directed that 
all ecclesiastical items owned by the 
government, ranging from organs to 
hymn books, be withheld from sale and 
turned over to the chiefs of chaplains 
of the armed forces. 


Talk of Using Mobile 
Churches in Britain 


London, (RNS) (By Wireless)— 
Adaptation of the Army system of 
mobile churches to peacetime conditions 
in Great Britain has been advocated 
here by an Army chaplain in a letter 
to the Church Times. 

“Nothing would be more impressive 
in semi-pagan England than to see the 
faithful kneeling on the ground in some 
open space in a new housing area to 
receive the Sacrament from a mobile 
church,” the writer said. He argued 
that mobile churches would go far to 
solve the problem of clergy shortages, 
and help especially to meet the needs 
of aged rural parishioners cut off from 
normal contact with their churches. 





Portrait of Atomic Age 


We've built our science, culture, art, 
As monuments to human powers, 
And planted deep in every heart 

A pride that is not rightly ours. 


We've flung our culture round the world, 
And science made our distance small; 
Our independence was unfurled, 

And lo, we boasted lord of all! 


Our hands have torn apart the soul; 

As masters in destructive plan 

Our wills have sought the common goal 
Of making great Man’s World for Man. 


O God, forgive that we who build 
Have built no monuments to Thee, 

But staggered drunk and power-filled, 
And forged our chains by liberty. 


O God, forbid it be too late 

That we might yet repent, and be 
The servant-iustruments of Thine 

In making great Thy World for Thee! 


—BETTY C. WILLIAMS. 


APRIL 1, 1946 


Drs. Ogden and Gillespie to 
Lead Discussion of Reunion 


Dunbar H. Ogden, pastor of the Napo- 
leon Avenue Presbyterian Church of 
New Orleans, and President G. T. Gil- 
lespie, of Belhaven College, Jackson, 
will speak on the question of reunion 
of the Presbyterian Churches, US and 
USA in a popular meeting to be held 
in connection with the meeting of Mis- 
sissippi Presbytery at McComb, April 
9-10, according to an announcement by 
Jac C. Ruffin, Hazlehurst, presbytery’s 
moderator. 

Both Dr. Ogden and Dr. Gillespie are 
members of the Assembly’s Committee 
on Church Union. Dr. Ogden will tell 
what progress has been made by the 
committee, and his personal reasons for 
favoring reunion. Dr. Gillespie will 
give his reasons for opposing. 

The meeting will not take the form 
of a debate. It has been designed to 
furnish facts and information to the 
ministers and laity of the presbytery. 
Elders and deacons from most of the 
churches in the presbytery are ex- 
pected, and the members of the Pres- 
byterial Auxiliary also have been in- 
vited. 


Report Favorable Reactions to 
Reunion Plan by USA Presbyterians 


Philadelphia (RNS)—Proposals for 
reunion of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, and the Presbyterian Church, US, 
have gained support among the former 
body, it was reported at a meeting of 
the Department of Church Cooperation 
and Union here. 

Representatives of the department 
announced that the plan providing for 
reunion of the two churches, which was 
distributed for study and_ report 
throughout the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, has been favorably received, with 
few comments against it. 

Drafting committees from _ both 
churches will meet jointly at Asheville, 
N. C., June 18-20, to further union 
negotiations. 

The department also reaffirmed the 
intention of Presbyterians to promote 
the ultimate union of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, with the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church. One hundred and fifty- 
eight presbyteries have planned to set 
up committees on church cooperation 
and union, and 32 already have done 
80. 





DID YOU KNOW 





—that there are almost 1,000,- 


000 members of Mormon churches 





By R. L. 8ST. CLAIR ? 
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Religious Education: A Woman’s World---Or Is It? 


By DOROTHY BOARDMAN 


OR THE FEW YEARS of its growth in our church, re- 

ligious education has been associated largely with 

women. The majority of the executive positions in 
the field are filled by men, most of them having had minis- 
terial training; but the positions of the local director of 
religious education, the minister of music, and the teacher 
of Bible in the public school are filled almost entirely by 
women. Many young men who seek to express their Chris- 
tian love and faith through full-time service do not feel 
qualified to preach. Yet, when they turn to religious edu- 
cation their attempts to find a possible outlet in that field 
meet with discouragement. They feel that the degree of- 
fered in our church is for women, not men, and that the 
opportunities for them are too slight to warrant the time 
and money necesary for the preparation. However, as evi- 
dence that religious education can be a channel leading 
young men into a satisfying work for Christ, there are a 
few men in our church today who have ventured in the 
field and are producing significant results. 


In the Local Church 


Take, for instance, the work of David Witt at the South 
Highland Presbyterian Church in Birmingham, Ala. In his 
position as director of religious education and minister of 
music he has been able to use his keen interest in people 
in many ways. A very spiritually-minded young man, he 
has become a part of his group of young people to such 
an extent as to cause them to seek his advice concerning 
lifetime work for Christ. 

Also filling the combined offices of director of religious 
education and minister of music is Floyd Eady, of the St. 
Petersburg Presbyterian Church in Florida. In addition to 
his responsibilities in the local church, he has directed some 
of the presbytery and synod conferences for the young 
people of Central Florida. : 

Alton Howell has a position as full-time minister of music 
at the Ginter Park Presbyterian Church, Richmond, Va. 
He has also served as director of religious education in 
other churches. It is the firm conviction of Mr. Howell 
that ‘ . the call which brought me into the field of 
religious education was just as clear as that to the minis- 
ter.”’ 


On the Campus 


Many of our people are not acquainted with the work of 
the student worker, who, in the employ of the church, 
lives as much as possible with the students and acts as 
spiritual adviser to them. He is thus able to lend im- 
measurable assistance to individual students with their 
problems and to the entire group in its spiritual develop- 
ment. Fred Widmer is engaged in this area of religious 
education at the University of Florida in Gainesville. His 
opportunities to encourage young men in their Christian 


living come through personal counseling, through teaching 
the University Bible Class, and through helping to direct 
the student and young people’s programs. 


On the Mission Field 


In the field of missions one has only to ask a missionary 
in order to understand the indebtedness he feels to those 
men who go to the mission fields for the purpose of edu- 
cational work. Not only do they often relieve the mis- 
sionaries of the duties of teaching in the schools for the 
children of missionaries, but many of them also teach in 
the industrial schools for the natives. 

One of the young men who have gone to the foreign 
mission field in recent years to do educational work is Ira 
Moore, who is stationed in the Belgian Congo. Upon seeing 
the need for regional schools in his section, Mr. Moore has 
drawn upon his knowledge of civil engineering to choose 
the sites and direct the construction of the buildings for 
these schools. He has had some special courses in Bible, 
which have been most useful in doing personal work with 
native workers. 

A. M. Shive and L. G. Deland, although not in edu- 
cational work, are also ‘rendering valuable help as lay 
workers in Africa. These men are engaged in industrial 
work, and both attended the General Assembly’s Training 
School before going to the mission field. They, too, have 
found many opportunities to do personal work with the 
natives. 


Other Needs 


Besides the positions which have been mentioned, there 
is a need for men with training in religious education to 
serve as camp leaders, heads of orphanages, and Bible 
teachers in high schools and universities, all of which offer 
unlimited possibilities for Christian service. The need for 
adequately trained Christian teachers is especially urgent. 
In some cases professors of philosophy who themselves are 
not Christians have undertaken to teach religion. In other 
eases ministers are being called upon to include teaching 
in their already over-crowded schedule. The growing desire 
for courses in religion at colleges and universities is making 
more evident the demand for men properly equipped to 
meet such opportunities—men who have been specially 
trained in church institutions, and who do not have the 
added responsibility of a parish. 

The young man of today can, therefore, see that the 
field of Christian service is not restricted completely to 
the calling of the ministry. Religious education is not a 
woman’s field alone. And through it young men may recog- 
nize that some phase of their church’s religious program 
is calling to them to full-time work in the service of 
Christ. 


“To Every Man According to His Several Ability”’ 


By NANCY INSCOE 


wonderful to be able to draw, and you know how 

to do so many things! Please pardon me for seem- 
ing to be envious, but I just don’t have a talent of any 
kind.”’ 

How many times have those familiar words been heard? 
Do many people find them coming from their own lips? 
Spectacular talents are seen among men and women every 
day. There is the boy next door who makes the piano ring 
as he plays Chopin, or who on a moment’s notice can change 
to any piece the crowd choses to sing. Mrs. Jones across 
the street can take the most unattractive remnant from the 
sales counter and create for her twins dresses that surpass 
anything the average woman could make with the finest 


O H, WHAT A LOVELY piece of work! It must be 


of materials available. Those fortunate people! God has 
certainly given them a great blessing. 

Has the Lord slighted the others? Before answering 
that question, each person should make an honest, un- 
biased examination of himself. What ability daes he have? 
To begin with, if he is able to read, he has the gift of a 
mind that is capable of learning. He can go on from there. 
After thoroughly covering the field, the average person will 
probably be surprised to find what a large number of bless- 
ings he has to count. ; 


Using the Talents We Have 
No, it isn’t a lack of talents. God has done his part in 
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giving the gifts. Are people using them? 
are, at least to a certain extent. Is there room for further 
development? Take a glance at this example. Mr. Jackson 
knows that the dog kennel he built is not nearly as good a 
job as he could have done, but after looking at Mr. Smith’s 
poor structure, somehow that guilty feeling shrinks away 
and his handiwork doesn’t look so bad after all. Compari- 
son often brings satisfaction with less than the best. Every 
talent is individual and can be developed within individual 
limits. Choosing someone else’s lesser talent as a standard 
is doing an injustice to God-given abilities. 

If the person who examines himself should look back over 
his list of talents, there surely would be found at least one 
or two things of which he is making good use. His life 
work is a development of them. Here is a man who is an 
accountant as a result of being blessed with a ‘“‘mathemati- 
cal mind.’’ The housewife has become very proficient in or- 
ganizing her work so that her family is fed and cared for 
properly and efficiently. The mechanic is in constant de- 
mand because he has learned to do his job well through 
development of his talents toward that skill. In fact, the 
world seems to be so busy developing talents as a means 
of making a living that there is little time to think of much 
else. The self becomes lost in these interests, and there 
isn’t time to stop to think, “Where is it all leading?” 


Of course they 


Recognizing That Talents Are God-Given 


The average business man becomes so interested in his 
work that unconsciously he draws upon all kinds of talents 
to achieve his purposes. Would he be expected to stop to 
remember that his powers to do this job are God-given? 
Is there any trace of his using his abilities for the glory 
of God? When a certain degree of success comes, and he 
is commended, does there come a feeling of taking the 
“pat on the back”’ as a self-glory in his own ingenuity? This 
does not refer to what the world calls ‘‘conceit.”’ It is not 
similar to the case of Herod who was smitten of God be- 
cause he took for himself glory that belonged to the Lord. 
Here is the average man who from time to time receives 
compliments on his achievements, though it may be in just 
the smallest things. Quite often the feeling of selfish satis- 
faction is entirely unintentional and partially an uncon- 
scious thing. 


Using Talents for the Glory of God 


There was once a college student whose soul was stirred 
by beautiful music, and her means of expressing that feel- 
ing was through singing. Her training was a great joy to 
her. As she approached the end of her four years and that 
last concert in which she would sing from the college stage, 
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she selected a number that above all songs seemed to reach 
down into the depth of her heart. On that night, as the 
accompanist started playing, her excitement at facing the 
audience seemed to disappear. As she moved through the 
words and notes, they became a very part of her, and all 
her great love and emotion for music poured itself out in 
those strains. Her feeling through it and at its conclusion 
was one of joy and warmth for the beauty of God expressed 
through music. Friends came with compliments which at 
first did not break down that attitude. Finally, however, 
the kind and gracious words began to bring a feeling of 
self-satisfaction at having done so well by herself. Just 
as pride was reaching its height, one college-mate intro- 
duced to the girl a kind-eyed, retired missionary. 

“That was a lovely performance, young lady. May you 
always use your voice for the glory of God.” Pride fell; 
a purpose loomed forth, and one more person was awakened 
to appreciate her talents as God’s gifts. It may not be that 
the individual’s talent is as publicly obvious as singing, but 
whatever it may be, it can be used for the glory of God. 

Glorifying God with talents does not mean that man can- 
not enjoy them himself. God intended for his children to 
receive a certain satisfaction in pursuing their life work 
and recreation through the use of their abilities he gave 
them. When life seems hard and everything goes wrong, or 
when the day’s work has been especially tiring, nearly every- 
one will have some favorite resource within himself upon 
which he can draw to find release from worries and ex- 
haustion. He may possess an appreciation of poetry that 
brings him rest. If may be that his eyes are opened to the 
majesty of nature and this brings quiet to displace the con- 
fusion of the day. Building, knitting, gardening, reading, 
enjoying a play—these and many other things that bring 
joy and rest at the end of a long day can be carried out and 
appreciated because God has given man that capacity. Like- 
wise, the daily tasks can be pleasant through the use of 
God-given talents. 

How can a line be drawn between the joy of develop- 
ing talents and the selfish glory of achievement? How can 
God and man be glorified at the same time through the 
use of talents? This must come from the heart. There 
must come first a recognition of God’s love that has so 
bountifully blessed his children. These abilities and re- 
sources are to be accepted as gifts from him. In that light, 
man is led to dedicate unto the Maker and Creator his 
talents. Wherever God may find a place for them to serve 
man or his brother, there the Christian heart willingly takes 
them. It must be continual rededication unto the Lord. 
With a full consecration of heart and soul and mind and 
strength to him, man’s talents will be used for the glory of 
God. 





The Church Library Speaks 


By FLORA REDD JOHNSON 


HURCH LIBRARY is my name, and I’ve been invited 
C to tell you a little about myself. I am kept quite busy, 
and hardly a day passes that I don’t have an oppor- 
tunity to do a good turn. Why, just the other day, Mrs. 
P. I. O’Neer came to me and said, ‘“‘The Church School 
quarterly practically demands the use of a map if I’m to 
teach the Pioneers about the journeys of Paul.’”’ My helpers 
and I not only furnished her with a beautiful wall map, but 
also a stencil so that she could mimeograph outline copies 
for each pupil to fill in; a book that described all the cities 
Paul visited; and some pictures of the cities and the people 
of Paul’s day. 
Many of the parents use the books on child training which 
they find on my shelves. They feel that they can afford only 


one or two of these books because children pass from one’ 


age to another so rapidly. Since there are always parents 
with children of every age in the church, I can afford to 
have the best books for each age-group. 

And I must rave about my chief helper, Miss Lib Rarian. 


She is on her toes when it comes to keeping my books neat 
and in order. She has a group of Pioneers and Seniors who 
come down every Saturday morning to help her prepare 
the new books and mend the used ones. Some of her helpers 
clip pictures and articles from magazines and newspapers. 
Others file the articles and mount the pictures. 

While the boys and girls work at the odd jobs that I can 
always supply, Miss Lib studies all the curricula for the next 
quarter and lists all the material that will be needed in each 
class and department. If I don’t have some of the material, 
she finds out where we can get it, and then borrows or buys 
it. One of Miss Lib’s favorite sources of material just now 
is the collection of curios so many of the returning service- 
men have brought back. These curios are helpful when we 
study missions, foreign lands, and particularly the Holy 
Land. 

Whenever we get some new books that would appeal to 
a shut-in, Miss Lib calls the superintendent of the Home 
Department with suggestions about which books for whom. 
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Many a problem child has become an asset to the church 
and the community by Miss Lib’s putting the right books 
or pamphlet in the right hands at the right time. 

Of course, I find there are slightly different jobs cut out 
for me in each church. But whether I am in a large church 
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or a small church, there somehow is plenty to do when my 
helper is of Miss Lib’s calibre. Yes, she makes me feel 
right at home in the program of the church. And whether 
she receives a salary or is a volunteer helper, I have the 
privilege of rendering a real service to the church. 


The Living Church 


By JOSEPH M. GETTYS 


der and power of the Creator. A person who thinks 

as he walks can hardly help wondering whether or not 
the church is as alive as the trees in the forest. Church 
members and churches which form the Church are some- 
times vigorous and alive. At other times they lack the 
qualities and characteristics which mark them as living and 
growing. We may judge whether or not we are alive, 
and whether or not our churches are alive as we ponder the 
nature and function of the church, the method of the growth 
of the church, and the moving spirit of the church. 


: IS SPRING AGAIN. All nature moves to the won- 


A. The Nature and Function of the Church 


Both in its organic structure and in its dynamic function 
the living church has Christ as its center. This central Per- 
son of the Godhead is interpreted by the church in both a 
Godward and a manward relationship. He is the historic 
Jesus, the God-man, the Word made flesh, the one who re- 
veals God to man and reconciles man to God. By his spirit 
he lives in and through the Christian fellowship on earth, 
which interprets both its direct experience with Christ and 
the scriptural account of his meaning for life. In its cor- 
porate life in the society of nations the living church seeks 
to know Christ to make him known. 

The living church is also constantly reaching outward 
as well as upward. As the branches grow on the tree, ever 
reaching leafy arms upward to God and outward to men, 
so the church much continue to grow. The church goes 
from Jerusalem to Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost parts 
of the earth not only literally, but also figuratively. To be 
sure, the church must be a flaming evangel in unchurched 
areas in the United States, and in India, China, Japan, 
Africa, and South America. But it must also take its trans- 
forming gospel into business, into tenements, into social 
problems, into national and international affairs. The soul 
of Jesus in the church is restless until he is taken to the 
whole of life. The deeper the roots of the church go into 
the mind and purpose of God’s redemption, the higher its 
upreach and the longer its arms extend to help and to 
bless the hungry and the heart-hungry in our world. 

The living church strives ever to grow in symmetrical 
balance. When ignorance, or one-sidedness, or prejudice, or 
pressure turns the church into unlovely shapelessness, the 
church strives to heal its wounds and to grow once more 
in beauty and symmetry. If its theology becomes warped 
so that it defines the character of its central Person as deity 
and forgets his humanity, or defines this Person as human 
and ignores his divine nature, then the church must right 
the wrong it has done to itself. Then only can it grow sym- 
metrically. Likewise, when the church limits itself to one 
phase of its work,. taking Christ to evangelistic endeavor 
and not to education, or to the individual and not to society, 
or to the homeland but not to the foreign land, then it 
must correct its lack of balance. When the devotional life 
issues in sacrificial service, when Christ is taken into every 
area of life simultaneously, then the living church is grow- 
ing in proper balance. 


B. The Method by Which the Church Grows 


The living church grows by continuous exploration. Like 
a sapling in the forest which will not be satisfied until it 
has reared its head above its neighbor trees, so the church 


*This article by Dr. Gettys, who is professor of Bible at 
the Training School, was written at the request of the 
student editors. 


ever finds a way to explore new areas of Christian service. 
The apostle Paul, Francis of Assisi, William Carey, Florence 
Nightingale, Jane Addams, and Kagawa are among the 
many pioneers who have demonstrated the true spirit of 
the church. The gospel for them could not be limited to 
the areas in which formerly it had come to express itself. 
While their fellows shook their heads in doubt and while 
some were disturbed lest the church be in its last stage of 
apostasy, they dared to err and to overcome many failures 
if haply they might bring the living Christ into some new 
area of service. The living church continues to grow by 
similar pioneering exploration. 

The living church grows by frequent self-examination. 
The faith and practice of the church come primarily from 
three sources. The first is the tradition of the church at its 
best. The second is the influence of a pagan society on the 
church, tending to make it like the world. The third is 
the new light which is revealed by the Spirit to Christians 
in the church. No brief can be held, therefore, either for 
tradition as such or for change. The living church re- 
quires of itself a rigid self-examination of motives, prin- 
ciples, theology, ethics, and practices of life. Self-exami- 
nation of the body of Christ with the mind of Christ in the 
light of Christ reveals the value of tradition and the need 
for adaptation. New occasions do teach new duties. A 
dead tree grows no more, but a living tree bursts the bonds 
of last year’s growth. So also does the living church. 

The living church grows by constant re-creation. The 
church of the United States cannot possibly fit into the exact 
mold of the church of Palestine in the first century. Yet 
the vital church of today must demonstrate the re-creative 
power of the gospel which served as the source and the guide 
for living in that day. Although many of the conditions 
and problems of life are different, the Christ who fashions 
the church anew is the same. His power is the same and 
his principles of living are the same. Spiritual blindness 
makes us ignore the applications of the gospel required in 
our day. Fear drives us into deadening and archaic molds, 
“having the form of godliness, but lacking the power there- 
of.” Faith leads us into a living, vibrant, transforming 
spirit. Christ reproduces himself in the believer and in the 
church, adapting himself to each person’s need and to each 
church’s particular need. 


C. The Moving Spirit of the Church 


The living church marches in the faith. It does this in 
two senses. The first is the sense of the content of the 
faith, ‘‘once for all delivered to the saints.’’ This faith is 
given in a living content, the Holy Scriptures, the meaning 
of which must be interpreted for each new generation. The 
church is kept alive in this faith by the teaching of Jesus, 
“The words that I have spoken unto you are spirit, and 
are life.’’ This suggests the other sense in which the church 
marches in faith. We see this quality of faith in the life 
of Jesus in the flesh and in the life of the risen Lord in the 
early church. Because the-church of the book of Acts 
served a crucified and risen, indwelling Christ, it knew no 
barrier too great and no obstacle too difficult. Physical 
death held no fears because those who experienced the re- 
demptive quality of faith made the content of the faith they 
proclaimed throb with divine life. So it is and ever must 
be with the church as it marches in faith. 

The living church rejoices in hope. It does not shut its 
eyes to evil, but knows a God who is greater than evil. It 
will not give up the struggle of life and resign itself to a 

(Continued on page 9) 
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EDITORIAL 





God, Make Us Students 


People are inclined to limit the stu- 
dent to the classroom, but the class- 
room is merely representative of the 
type of mental and spiritual activity 
essential to personal living and growth. 
The method is called the ‘student ap- 
proach.” Webster defines a student as 
“one devoted to learning who studies 
or examines in any manner, and who 
is an attentive and systematic ob- 
server.” He defines an approach as a 
“way of gaining access.’’ Therefore, a 
student approach to truth would be an 
active, attentive, systematic observation 
for the purpose of gaining access to 
truth. 

The student approach is dynamic be- 
cause it upsets the lethargy of an in- 
active mind. The student’s search for 
truth is progressive because it is never 
content with the sunken ruts of any 
single amount of knowledge, but it is 
impelic2 to push forward and find new 
depths, and outward to new vistas of 
truth. 

These principles must apply to stu- 
dents of Christian truth and life. All 
of us, young and old alike, must con- 
tinually pioneer in our quest for knowl- 
edge. We have been enjoined to study 
to show ourselves approved unto God. 
If we would be workmen that need not 
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be ashamed, it is our responsibility and 
duty to maintain the student approach. 
If we would truly gain access to the 
things of Christ, we must continue an 
unceasing search for them. SEEK and 
ye shall find! God has put rich veins 
of gold in the depths of the earth, but 
man must mine it. The great veins 
of Christian truth oblige every Chris- 
tian to be a miner—a miner with that 
personal, ever-seeking, faithful activity 
of heart and mind which characterizes 
the student approach. 
BETTY C. WILLIAMS. 


The Church I’d Like to Work In 


Some years ago when I first began to 
think of doing fulltime church work, 
my mind was filled with dreams of the 
kind of church in which I would work 
some day. It was to be a beautiful 
building complete with tower and bells 
in the heart of a nice residential sec- 
tion. I wanted it to have Gothic archi- 
tecture and a Pilcher pipe organ. The 
membership would not be too large or 
in any way overwhelming. As time 
went by and I started my training to 
become a Director of Religious Edu- 
cation of a church, I began to realize 
that these things were less important 
than I had supposed. 

As my conception of the church 
grew, I became more interested in the 
people who make it up. I became more 
concerned about their group purpose 
and their fellowship as builders of the 
Kingdom of God. 

I’d like for all the church member- 
ship from the oldest to the youngest 
to have a personal sense of belonging 
to the church fellowship and for each 
one to have a certain responsibility in 
its program. Through their singleness 
of purpose, there should definitely be a 
feeling of oneness and cooperation. 
This would mean that the adults, the 
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young people, and the children would 
have a mutual interest in, and under- 
standing of, each other’s work which 
would help to bind them closer to- 
gether. 

I’d like to work among people who 
have vision, reaching outward to under- 
privileged groups of all races and 
creeds—people that really put their 
Christianity into action in their every- 
day lives—who believe in winning 
others to Christ by showing them how 
a Christian and true follower of Christ 
ought to live, but who do not put on 
any shallow, pious airs. 

I want the people led by their minis- 
ter to be friendly and sincere in their 
love for God and their fellowmen, free 
from all the petty jealousies of this 
world. When we love God and each 
other, the meeting place, the musical 
instrument, or the number of members 
will be secondary because we will be 
serving God and building the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 


JOSEPHINE LINDSAY. 


Seeing Is Learning 


Some persons suppose that because 
of their limited budget they cannot use 
visual aids. This may be because they 
do not understand the large field cov- 
ered by the term ‘‘visual aids.”’ 

Visual aids are not limited to pro- 
jectors and films that are too expensive 
for our church budgets. It includes 
any visual material that can be used 
effectively and helpfully in our church’s 
program. 

Pictures of all kinds—from books 
and magazines, postcards, and Sunday 
school leaflets—are the greatest source 
of visual material. Objects, models, 
and specimens are another rich source. 
Field trips make some of the best aids. 
The blackboard and bulletin board are 
also effective, as well as maps, charts, 
and posters. The sandtable even can 
be a most useful visual aid when a re- 
lief map of a Hebrew or African village 
is made on it. And those last-genera- 
tion stereopticons can be brought out 
of dusty closets and’ be quite exciting 
because of the three-dimensional effect 
they give. New pictures can be obtained 
for them. All these can give new life 
and interest to a church program. 

Projected visual aids are not pro- 
hibitively expensive. A lantern slide 
projector may be put away in the base- 
ment of the church or the closet of a 
member of the congregation. Slide and 
motion picture projectors can often be 
borrowed or rented from the public 
library, schools, government agencies, 
or other religious groups. Slides can 
be made, or secured from the sources 
mentioned as having projectors. If the 
church is buying equipment, two of the 
most inexpensive projectors are the 
miniature slide and the filmstrip pro- 
jectors. A handy machine is a com- 
bination. of these two in one projector. 
Another useful one is the combination 
opaque and lantern slide projector. In 
the opaque projector a card, book, or 
magazine can be clamped into the ma- 
chine and the picture thrown onto the 
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screen in a size that can be seen by 
all in the group. 

These visual materials may be used 
in all phases of the church work. A 
single picture makes an excellent wor- 
ship center or picture study. Bible 
stories, customs, history, and geography 
come to life when illustrative pictures 
or objects are used. Especially is this 
true of a passage set in Babylonian, 
Egyptian, Persian, and Hebrew history, 
or when mention is made of unfamiliar 
religious and civil rites. Pictures bring 
foreign countries near and make the 
church’s mission work vital to a group. 
Pictures of the living conditions of 
various economic and racial classes in 
this country provide a basis for intelli- 
gent social study. And this study can 
lead to field trips. 

All of us have used some visual 
aids without realizing it. Perhaps we 
can use them more. Teachers have de- 
pended ninety percent on the spoken 
word, while it is the eye that grasps 
material better than any of the five 
senses. 

The many new developments in this 
field, when wisely used, hold promiSe 
of greater usefulness in the task of 
Christian education. 


KATHERINE MYERS. 


Creative Christianity 


Those of us who are privileged to 
work at Seventeenth Street Mission in 
Richmond sometimes think of how much 
we have to contribute to the needs we 
find there. In our work we cannot fall 
back on established theories and ac- 
cepted patterns of religious education. 
We have to live and to teach creatively. 
Thus we sometimes get more in spiritual 
growth than we give in instruction. 

Seventeenth Street forces us to face 
up honestly to the teachings of Jesus. 
He says, for instance, ‘‘Love your neigh- 
bor as yourself.’’ One is.forced to ask, 
Do [I really love the Negro for what he 
is rather than for what I want him to 
do for me? This creation of one’s own 
interpretation of Christianity in work- 
ing with persons of another race applies 
both to us and to those with whom we 
work. Seldom do we realize it, but it 
is just as difficult for Negroes to love 
us as it is for us to love them. We 
overcome this difficulty by recognizing 
those things we have common as human 
personalities and by cultivating our 
friendships. 

Our work has also forced us to be 
honest about the question, Who are 
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God’s children, anyway? From Sunday 
school days we have answered quite 
glibly that all people are in a sense 
children of God. God made them all, 
the white, the brown, the yellow and the 
black races. Yet we grow up in a cer- 
tain pattern, worshiping with white 


people until it seems wrong to worship . 


with persons of another race. So per- 
haps do the members of other races. 
Again, we know the friendly response 
of fair-skinned boys and girls, and may 
not realize that Negro children respond 
to friendship too. Through our work 
with the children at Seventeenth Street 
mission we come to a new understanding 
of God’s love for all his children, and 
doing that, we come to a fuller under- 
standing of God. 


In addition, we have learned to con- 
sider our Christian responsibility to 
those who have not had our opportuni- 
ties. When we believe that Christ 
makes all believers brothers, and when 
we see that Negro children by the power 
of Christ can be turned into useful 
Christian personalities and citizens, we 
are forced to consider how far we have 
gone in providing for such opportuni- 
ties. Have we done our part in giving 
Negroes the chance they deserve? Can 
we stop where we have always stopped, 
or must we go the second mile? When 
the Negro finds us genuinely striving 
to put our Christian faith to work, he 
is challenged to put his faith to work 
also. Then he takes his responsibility 
for helping his fellows more readily. 


We cannot speak with certainty of 
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how much we have taught the children 
with whom we have worked, but we can 
speak with assurance of what our ex- 
perience with them is teaching us.—A 
17th Street Worker. 





RADIO 








Frank H. Caldwell 


On the April 7 broadcast, Sunday at 
8:30 A. M. (EST), President Frank 
H. Caldwell, of Louisville Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary, will have as his 
sermon subject, “Truth Which Lib- 
erates.” On the following Sunday, 
Thomas Kay Young, of Memphis, mod- 
erator of the General Assembly, will be 
the radio preacher. 


Stations Carrying the Broadcast 

ALABAMA: Birmingham WBRC, Mont- 
gomery WSFA * ARKANSAS: Hot Springs 
KTHS, Siloam Springs KUOA * FLORIDA: 
Jacksonville WJAX, Miami, WIOD, Or- 
lando WDBO * GEORGIA: Atlanta WSB, 
Macon WMAZ, Savannah WTOC * * KEN- 
TUCKY: Louisville WHAS * LOUISIANA: 
Baton Rouge WJBO, New Orleans WDSU, 
Shreveport KWKH * Maryland: Balti- 
more WBAL * MISSISSIPPI: Columbus 
WCBI, Jackson WSLI * MISSOURI: Kan- 
sas City WDAF * NORTH CAROLINA: 
Asheville WWNC, Raleigh WPTF, Wins- 
ton-Salem WSJS, Charlotte WSOC * OK- 
LAHOMA: Bartlesville KWON, Oklahoma 
City KOMA * SOUTH CAROLINA: Charles- 
ton WSCS, Columbia WIS, Spartanburg 
WSPA * TENNESSEE: Knoxville WNOK, 
Memphis WREC * TEXAS: Amarillo 
KGNC, Corpus Christi KWBU, Dallas 
WFAA, Houston KPRC, San _ Antonio 
WOAI * VIRGINIA: Norfolk WTAR, Rich- 
mond WRVA, Roanoke WDBJ. 

Eight Sundays, March 17 - May 5, 8:30 

A. M. (EST). 





theology and a psychology of defeatism. 
of its past failures it sets out to build the Kingdom of God 
The more hopeless the circumstances of life, the 
greater the church’s confidence in the wisdom and power 
of God. The church deliberately faces the dawn of tomor- 
row rather than the sunset of yesterday, being assured of 
victory with Christ, and knowing that in him it can over- 


anew. 


come the world. 
The living church walks in love. 


The two most pro- 


THE LIVING CHURCH 
(Continued from page 7) 


Upon the ruins 


found apostles, Paul and John, agree that love partakes of 
the very essence of the eternal God, and is, therefore, the 
greatest thing in the world. Insofar as the church leaves 
behind the petty strife of men to promote the eternal grace 
of love, it continues to grow and to prosper. The central 
Person said to the embrycnic church in a most solemn mo- 
ment, “‘By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, 


if ye have love one to another.” The church which wears 





this badge sincerely and proudly is a growing, living church. 
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GHAIST 


and 
Man’s Dilemma 


George A. Buttrick 


One of the outstanding think- 
ers of this generation gives a bril- 
liant analysis of our fundamental 
human quandary—our awareness 
of the ignorance, wickedness, and 
mortality which have brought us 
to the edge of chaos, yet our im- 
potence of ourselves to overcome 
them. 





burning 


With urgency this 
master of the pen sets forth our 
only hope of escaping this dilem- 
ma—the God-given resolution in 
Christ. 

“We are 
author, 


ignorant,” says the 
“but aware of our ignor- 
ance, yet unable to lighten our 
darkness : 


We are wicked, but we know our 


we need a revelation. 
wickedness, yet we cannot over- 
come it: we need a redemption. 
We are mortal, 
mortality, 
break the chain: 
ance.” 


and chained to 


yet we cannot 


we need deliver- 


With keen insight and illumi- 
nating phrase the distinguished 
author of PRAYER strips the 
mask from the 


falsities of our 


day—false knowledge, false 


standards, false dreams—and of- 


fers a heartening revelation of 


the truth that can set men free. 


$2 


AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY 
NASHVILLE 2, TENNESSEE 














Mitchell College 


Statesville, North Carolina 
Am Accredited Junior Coliege—Stand- 
ard college course. One- or two-year 
-emmercia]l course. Piano, voice, o:- 
gan, art. ror catalog, write to 
MISS FRANODS STRISLING, 
Pres! t 
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MEMORIAL 


MISS CHARLOTTE PLEASANTS PRICE 

Miss Charlotte Pleasants Price died in 
Norfolk, Va., on December 14, 1945. She 
had passed her 95th year on September 
27. She was laid to rest in Hollywood 
Cemetery, Richmond, Va., on Sunday, De- 
cember 16. 

Miss Price was the eldest daughter of 
Samuel Mosby Price and Sarah Armstrong 
Price. Her father was an elder in the 
Third Presbyterian Church, Richmond, Va. 
Her mother was the granddaughter. of 
Rev. William Jessup Armstrong, pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church, Richmond, 
Va., for 10 years, and later Secretary of 
the American Board of Commissioners of 
Foreign Missions, New York City. Mrs. 
Sarah Armstrong Price is well known 
among the women of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church as a pioneer of women's 
activities. She was a pioneer and for 
many years the president of the East 
Hanover Presbyterial, the first presby- 
terial in our church. 

Miss Charlotte Price was an ardent 
worker for the church. When resident in 
Richmond, the city of her birth, she was a 
member of the Grace Street Presbyterian 








Chureh and President of the Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society in 1898, just before her 
removal to Norfolk. For several years 


she was president of the Woman's Aux- 
iliary of Norfolk Presbytery. She resided 
in Norfolk, principally in the home of a 
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devoted sister-in-law, Mrs. S. Milner 
Price, until her death, except for an- 
other few years residence in Richmond. 
Her life work was that of a teacher. She 
was for many years identified with the 
education of the youth of Richmond in 
her capacity as Associate Principal of a 
well known boy's school, “Mrs. Camm’s 
School.” Many of her pupils are numbered 
among influential men in Richmond by 
whom she is still remembered and re- 
vered. She was proud of her church and 
of her ministerial kin who in addition 
to her greatgrandfather and grandfather, 
were her uncle by marriage, Rev. Philip 
B. Price, and two of his sons, Joseph J. 
Price, who died in his early youth, and 
P. Frank Price: also her brother, Charles 


Dabney Price, who died in his early min- 
istry while pastor at Newport News, Va. 


A Christian first of all and a Virginia 
gentlewoman, she has now been released 
from the growing infirmities and limita- 
tions of increasing age, and has gone to 
join the large majority of those who are 
nearest and dearest to her on the other 
side. 





Rabun Gap-Nacoochee 
School 


GEO. C. BELLINGRATH, President 
The Best in High School Education. 


Rabun Gap, Ga. 
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INCORPORATED 
ATHLETIC SUPPLIES SPORTING GOODS 
211 North Seventh Street, Richmond 19, Va. 
Dial 8-2241 
THERE IS MORE FOOD VALUE PER PENNY IN YOUR 
BOTTLE OF MILK THAN IN ANY OTHER SINGLE FOOD 
Virginia Dairy Company 
‘‘The Home of Better Milk’’ 





T. Garnett Tabb 


Tabb, Brockenbrough & Ragland 


General Insurance 


1101 East Main Street, 


Thos. W. Brockenbrough 


Richmond, Virginia 


Stuart Ragland 


Phone 2-0546 











HOSPITALIZATION 


ACCIDENT and SURGICAL ¢_ 
FEES INSURANCE 


Our Policies are the most liberal and comprehensive 


obtainable, clear cut and free from technicalities. 
That's why more than 130,000 have been sold in 


Virginia alone. 


LICENSED AND SUPERVISED BY VIRGINIA BUREAU OF INSURANCE 


Home Office 
Richmond 20, Va. 


“VIRGINIA'S LEADING HO 


1300 W. Main St., 


YN 










ALIZATION COMPANY” 
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Assembly’s Training School Page 


Assembly’s Training School Program to Be Expanded 


What It Is Doing 


With its classrooms and dormitory 
filled to the limit of their capacity 
the General Assembly’s Training School 
for Lay Workers will complete on May 
20, 1946, one of the best years of its 
history. During the current session the 
Training School has enrolled 119 stu- 
dents, representing nineteen states and 
fifty-five colleges and _ universities. 
About two-thirds of these are graduate 
students, all other regular students 
having had at least two years of college 
work. 

With a faculty of seven full-time and 
ten part-time teachers, all of whom are 
recognized leaders in their fields, the 
Training School is preparing its stu- 
dents for service as directors of re- 
ligious education and young people’s 
work, pastors’ assistants, missionaries, 
church secretaries, and Bible teachers. 

Through its department of Sacred 
Music training is given in hymnology, 
the organization and conducting of 
choirs and the techniques of vocal and 
instrumental music. Through its pro- 
gram of supervised field work the stu- 
dents of the Training School are get- 
ting valuable experience in various 
kinds of Christian service. 


Demand for Graduates 


Graduates of the Training School are 
being sought for many influential posi- 
tions. Each year the requests for these 
trained Christian workers greatly ex- 
ceed the number available. Alumnae 
of the Training School are rendering 
notable service in local churches, field 
positions, home and foreign mission 
fields, student centers, and as Bible 
teachers. The demand for well quali- 
fied workers in all these fields is 
steadily increasing. 


The Need for Expansion 


Impressed by this growing demand 
the General Assembly has recognized 
the need for an early expansion of the 
Training School’s facilities. The As- 
sembly of 1944 said, ‘“‘The Church needs 
the Training School. It has come to 
the Kingdom for such a time as this. 
It is evident that some of its pressing 
needs must be met at once. It must 
have a larger current support. It needs 
additional scholarship funds, and 
should have a new administration build- 
ing.” Commending the Training 
School for “splendid progress,’”’ the As- 
sembly of 1945 authorized the trustees 
“to undertake to raise $500,000 for 
permanent improvements, including an 
administration building, a professor’s 
home and increased endowment.” 


The Summer School 


Encouraged by a successful experi- 
ment in the summer of 1945, the Train- 
ing School has announced a six weeks’ 
summer session for 1946. The sum- 
mer school will provide refresher 
courses for church workers and Bible 
teachers, concentration courses for 
graduate students, and a period of 
training and spiritual enrichment for 
volunteer workers who cannot leave 
their homes or work for a longer period 
of study. 

The six weeks’ session will be divided 
into two units, each complete in itself, 
making it possible for students to come 
for the four weeks in July, the two 
weeks in August, or for the entire ses- 
sion of six weeks. The July term will 
provide a balanced curriculum for both 
church workers and Bible teachers, in- 
cluding courses in the Old and New 
Testaments, American Church History, 
Religious Education in the Local 
Church, Methods of Teaching Bible in 


Public Schools and Visual Aids in Re- 
ligious Education. 

The faculty will include Drs. Mack, 
Gettys and Buchholz, and Miss Myrtle 
Williamson, of the regular Training 
School faculty, and Miss Frances Query, 
an alumna who has served as president 
of the Association of Bible Teachers 
in North Carolina and who is now a 
graduate student in the Yale Divinity 
School. 

The August term of two weeks will 
provide fewer courses and will call for 
more intensive concentration. In addi- 
tion to courses in Bible and Christian 
Doctrine there will be a course in 
Young People’s Work given by the Rev. 
Ellis Nelson, and a course in Hymnology 
by Professor James R. Sydnor. 

Because the August term runs con- 
currently with the Training School’s 
Summer School of Church Music, the 
number of dormitory students will have 
to be limited. 


Summer School of Music 


The School of Church Music under - 
the direction of Professor James R. 
Sydnor will begin with registration on 
July 31 and run through August 14. 

Professor David Hugh Jones, of 
Westminster Choir College and Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary, and Mrs. 
Ruth Krehbiel Jacobs, of Los Angeles, 
church musicians of national renown, 
will be members of the faculty. The 
curriculum will include classes in 
Hymnology, Choir Organization and 
Conducting, Organ Playing, the De- 
velopment of Young People’s and Chil- 
dren’s Choirs, and private instruc- 
tion. There will also be concerts and 
recitals. This Summer School of Music 
will afford a rare opportunity for 
church organists and choir directors. 








SUMMER SESSION 
July 2- August 14 


First Term: 

July 2-30 

Second Term 

July 31- August 14 
For Chureh Workers 


For Bible Teachers 





MUSIC SCHOOL 
Summer School of 


Chureh Musie 
July 31-August 14 


Distinguished faculty 


of national fame. 


Write for special 


bulletin giving details. 


Henry Wade DuBose, President 


REGULAR SESSION 
Fall session opens 
September 11, 1946 
Applications are now being re- 
ceived. Write for a_ catalog. 
Prospects of a large enrollment 
make early application advis- 


able. 


' The General Assembly’s Training School 
3400 Brook Road, Richmond 22, Virginia 
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THE HOUSE OF BESCO 
Supplies and Equipment 
For Dairies, Ice Cream Plants and Bakeries 
BESSIRE & CO., INC., 800 E. CARY ST., RICHMOND, VA. 








GRANT DRUG CO., Inc. 


Let us fill your 


PRESCRIPTIONS 


Riehmond—Phone 8-1808 610 E. Broad Street Open All Night 








1837 1946 


Davidson, North Carolina 
Early enrollment urged for Summer and Fall Terms 
First preference given to veterans who are former Davidson students 
Qualified civilian students who would ordinarily attend Davidson will 
receive special consideration 
F. W. HENGEVELD, Registrar 








1776 HAMPDEN-SYDNEY COLLEGE 1946 


Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
TRAINS LEADERS 


Ranks Among the Leading Colleges in the United States 
in the 


* Proportion of Its Graduates to Achieve Note, and in the 


* Proportion of Its Alumni to Study Medicine and Theology 
EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 








CENTRE COLLEGE 
OF KENTUCKY Founded 1819 


“‘In The Heart of the Bluegrass’’ 


Liberal Arts, Pre-Professional and Vocational Educa- 
tion Under Christian Auspices. 
Colleges for Men and for Women on Separate 
Campuses 


Famous For Distinguished Alumni 
For Catalogue and View Book, Address: 
Robert J. McMullen, President, Box 401-P, 
Danville, Kentucky 





begin Sept. 


Quarters 
19; Jan. 3; March 25; 
June 17. Veterans may 
enter at any time. 











SOUTHWESTERN 


The College of the Mississippi Valley 


MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


At Southwestern, ‘‘Education is more than a fact-finding ex- 


perience, it is a life-building process.’’ 


For information and literature address 
The Registrar. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHAPLAINS 








W. B. Lowrance has accepted the 
Jennings, La., pastorate. 

John Lee McLean has been assigned 
by the Veterans Administration to Mc- 
Guire General Hospital, Richmond, Va. 


CHANGES 


W. G. Foster, Jr., Chattanooga, Tenn., 
has been called to the First church, 
Alexandria, La. 

B. H. Dillard from Cartersville, Ga., 
to the pastorate of the Green Street 
church, Augusta, Ga., 1430 Anthony 
Road. 

Samuel H. Forrer from Asheville, 
N. C., to 324 N. Roosevelt Street, 
Wichita 8, Kan. 

Harry G. Kenney, from Natchitoches, 
La., to the First church, Palmyra, Mo. 

Wilds S. DuBose, senior at Columbia 
Theological Seminary, is to become as- 
sistant minister at Trinity church, 
Montgomery, Ala., upon the completion 
of his theological training in May. 

Sidney A. Gates from Atlanta, Ga., to 
305 W. Innes Street, Salisbury, N. C. 

Chas. H. Hamilton, formerly at the 
Norris Memorial church, Memphis, is 
now pastor at Madison, Tenn. 

R. M. Hudson, who has served the 
Union City, Tenn., church, has begun 
his new work as pastor at Old Hickory, 
Tenn. 

P. B. Hill from Victoria, Texas, to 
Hunt, Texas. 

Paul D. Wright from Refugio, Texas, 
to Milford, Texas. 

John W. Vinson from Columbia Semi- 
nary to Tazewell, Va. 


DEATHS 


Wm. A. Rolle, 69, died suddenly at 
his home in Poteau, Okla., February 
20. Dr. Rolle retired from _ active 
service in 1938, but continued to serve 
as supply minister in a number of 
places. For many years he was super- 
intendent of evangelism and home mis- 
sions for the Synod of Oklahoma; he 
was also stated clerk and treasurer of 
the synod. 

Thomas S. Clyce, 82, died at his home 
in Sherman, Texas, March 6, after a 
brief illness. President of Austin Coi- 
lege from 1900 to 1931, Dr. Clyce was 
elected moderator of the General As- 
sembly in 1912. 

George W. Irby, 58, pastor of the 
Eastside church, Gadsden, Ala., died 
there February 28. He had been pastor 
in Gadsden since 1944, coming there 
from the Seffner and Mango churches 
in Florida. 

John Mecklin Simpson, 39, pastor 2f 
the Pisgah church, Versailles, Ky., died 
after a brief illness, January 21. For 
ten years before coming to Versailles in 
1944, Mr. Simpson has been pastor at 
Lauderdale, Miss. 
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Friends of Jesus 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR APRIL 7 
Mark 10:13, 14, 16; 15:43; Luke 6:13- 16; 8:1-3; 15:1-2; John 1:35-51; 
$:1-2a; 4:6-7 


“Some people have tried to make 


Christianity a matter of creeds, others 
of ecclesiastical authority, others of be- 


havior according to a strict code. But 
at the center of our religion stands a 
Person. Sound Christian faith, there- 
fore, means a devotion to that Person. 

“Our Lord (himself) defined re- 
ligion as friendship with him. ‘Ye are 
my friends,’ he said, ‘if ye do the 
things which I command you.’ 

“Our Lord founded no church in the 
sense of appointing a hierarchy and 
creating an organization. He simply 
made friends with a group of people 
whose confidence he had secured and 
he left the evangelizing of the world 
to these friends of his. They became 
the nucleus of the church.” (Snow- 
den-Douglass Sunday School Lessons.) 

We begin this week a series of les- 
sons on “Jesus and His Friends.” Our 
present lesson is an introductory one 
and suggests something of the variety 
and the range of his friendships. They 
included— 


1. Men Who Followed Him 


There were many such. In John 
1:38-45 we read how four men met 
him for the first time and how it 
changed the entire course of their lives. 

Andrew and John approached Jesus 
because of some words dropped by John 
the Baptist in a private conversation. 
Jesus did not wait for them to speak. 
He turned and said, ‘““‘What do you 
want?” They replied, ‘Rabbi, where 
are you staying?’’ It may be that they 
were timid, or that their courage had 
failed them; it may be that they had 
more to ask than could be asked on 
the spot—they would visit him some 
time, maybe, in the future. But Jesus 
encouraged them to come at once. They 
accepted the proffered invitation. It 
was the beginning of John’s intimacy 
with the Lord. So great an impression 
did it make that fifty years later John 
was able to tell us the exact hour. It 
was four o’clock in the afternoon. And 
all the rest of the day and long into 
the evening, the two men poured out 
their heart to the Master, and he spoke 
to them of the Father and of his plans 
and his mission. 


“Andrew findeth first his own 
brother, Simon.’”’ Goodspeed gives us 
the meaning of the sentence: ‘Andrew 
immediately sought out his own brother 
Simon and said to him, ‘We have found 
the Messiah!’ that is to say, the Christ.’’ 

Simon was impressed. He went with 
Andrew to meet Jesus. Jesus looked 
at him (the word, says Godet, means 
“that penetrating glance which reaches 


to the very core of the individuality’) 
and said, ‘‘You are Simon, son of John. 
You shall be called Cephas,’’ that is, 
Peter, which means Stone. 

Why did Jesus greet Simon in this 
peculiar way? It is not hard to under- 
stand. As Marcus Dods has said, “This 
greeting yields its meaning when we 
recall the character of the person ad- 
dressed. Simon was hot-headed, im- 
pulsive, rash, unstable. When his 
name was mentioned in the Sea of 
Galilee, there rose before the mind a 
man of generous nature, frank and good 
hearted, but a man whose uncertainty 
and hastiness had brought him and 
his into many troubles.’””’ Now Jesus 
promised him that his weakness would 
be turned into strength. He would 
become a Stone. No doubt some of the 
men standing around smiled as the Mas- 
ter spoke these words. But Jesus was 
right. The character of Peter was 
transformed by his association with 
Christ. 

Jesus sought out Philip (probably 
Peter or Andrew or John requested 
him to do so) and invited him to follow 
him, that is, to accompany him as a 
disciple. Philip accepted the invita- 
tion and proceeded to look up his 
friend, Nathaniel. He said, ‘‘We have 
found him of whom Moses in the law 
and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”’ 

And so the circle of Jesus’ friends 
began to widen. 

In Luke 6:13-16 we read how Jesus 
finally chose twelve men out of the 
much larger group. who followed him, 
men whom he called apostles. Luke 
tells us little about the men themselves. 
Four of them we know how been fisher- 
men. One, Matthew, had been a pub- 
lican, one of the many ‘Quislings”’ of 
that day, who had taken service under 
the hated Roman to line his pockets at 
the expense of his own people. An- 
other was a Zealot—at the opposite ex- 
treme from Matthew, the publican—a 
member of the rapidly growing revo- 
lutionary band pledged to raise the 
standard of revolt against Rome. The 
twelve men had different backgrounds, 
different occupations, different person- 
alities, but all of them were united in 
love and devotion to Jesus and in their 
commitment to the Kingdom—the 
Reign of God which he had proclaimed. 
One turned against him, but the rest 
spread his message far and wide, and 
in the end sealed their love for their 
friend with their blood. 


2. Women Who Ministered Unto Him 


Jesus’ close and intimate friends in- 


cluded men—and women. A group of 
these are identified in Luke 8:1-3, “It 
was the custom of devout Jewish women 
to accompany the Rabbi under whose 
teaching they had been blessed and 
to minister to his wants,’’ says Hast- 
ings. On this particular tour the twelve 
were with him and certain women who 
had been healed of evil spirits and in- 
firmities: Mary, that was called Mag- 
dalene, from whom seven demons had 
gone out, and Joanna, the wife of 
Chuzas, Herod’s steward, and Susanna, 
and many others, who minister unto 
them of their substance.” 

Evidently some of these women had 
considerable means. It costs a good 
deal for thirteen men to live. The dis- 
ciples had surrendered their jobs. 
Where did the necessary funds come 
from? The free will offerings of the 
people may have helped, but there is 
no evidence that such offerings were 
either asked or given. These women 
helped to support the movement finan- 
cially, and rendered other services as 
well. 

One of these women was Mary Mag- 
dalene, “from whom seven demons had 
gone out.’’ The number seven implies 
a disease of peculiar malignancy. “This 
is not the place in which to enter on a 
detailed discussion of the meaning of 
demoniacal possession, but in general 
it pointed to a wholly abnormal! state of 
life, in which the unhappy victims found 
themselves under the influence of some 
evil power that for the time had gained 
complete mastery over them. And it 
was clearly from some such miserable 
state that Mary had been delivered 
through the direct intervention—so we 
may safely infer—of Jesus himself. 
Perhaps in some street of Magdala, the 
city of her youth, he found her, torn 
with frenzy and in upon ‘the wretched- 
ness of despair, the divided conscious- 
ness, the long continued fits of silence’ 
which darkened ker life, there broke 
that calm, clear voice which restored 
her sane and happy womanhood and 
freed her from the terrors of the devil- 
haunted past. No wonder that she loved 
him and with woman’s whole-hearted 
devotion hung upon his footsteps in 
Galilee and ‘ministered unto him,’ con- 
tent in some poor measure thus to re- 
pay her infinite debt.”” (Hastings: The 
Greater Men and Women of the Bible.) 

A second member of this group of 
women was Joanna, the wife of Chuzas, 
who was superintendent of the estates 
and household affairs of Herod An- 
tipas; a third was Suzanna, of whom 
we have no further information; there 
were ‘“‘many others,” whose names were 
not recorded. Mary and Joanna were 
among the group of women who ac- 
companied Jesus from Galilee into Jeru- 
salem, who saw him die on the cross, 
and who went to the tomb on Sunday 
to embalm his body, and who there 
received the news of the resurrection. 


3. Saints and Sinners 


Many of the men and women who 
were irresistibly attracted by Jesus 
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were saints—-in the New Testament 
sense of the term; men and women of 
highest ideals, longing for God’s reign 
among men, finding in him the answer 
to their highest aspirations. But there 
were others who were regarded as ‘‘sin- 
ners” in the eyes of the world, and 
many who were sinners in very truth, 
who found in him a better way than 
they had ever known, and strength to 
overcome the weakness of their flesh. 

It was his friendship for publicans 
and sinners that aroused the deadly 
animosity of the religious leaders of 
his day. “The publicans were renegade 
Jews who served the Roman overlords 
and wrung taxes from their fellow- 
countrymen. They were hated and with 
cause. That Jesus hated their calling 
and the treachery and cruelty which it 
involved is evidenced by the fact that 
he called upon such publicans as en- 
tered his circle to leave their work and 
follow him” (Douglass). Sinners were 
men and women who disregarded the 
Mosaic Law. Some, like Zacchaeus or 
the woman by the well, had sinned 
deeply against God and man; others 
were merely indifferent to the claims 
of religion—non-churchgoers, we would 
say. If Jesus had merely preached to 
such characters it would not have been 
so bad. But he treated them as though 
they were ordinary, decent folks; he 
went into their homes and sat down 
and ate with them. 
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TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE FOR MINISTERS 
AND RELIGIOUS LEADERS 


Union Theological 


Seminary 
July 15 to August 9, 1946 


July 15-19: Auburn Week. Russell 
lectures by Dr. H. H. Farmer, Cam- 
bridge University. Other lectures by 
Reinhold Niebuhr, H. S. Elliott, M. 
P. Noyes. Town and Country Church 


Institute, with Dr. Bertha Paulssen 
and C. M. McConnell. 
July 22-26: James W. Clarke, 


Henry P. Van Dusen, W. C. 
Paul Irwin, John Knox. 

July 29-Aug. 2: Gerald Kennedy, 
Paul Scherer, Wesner Fallaw, Boyn- 
ton Merrill, James Muilenburg. 

August 5-9: ‘‘The Meaning of Psy- 
chology for Religious Work.’’ (Spon- 
sored jointly by Commission on Re- 
ligion and Health of Federal Council 
of Churches, and Union Seminary.) 
Harry Bone, Rollin Fairbanks, Paul 
Tillich, Liston Pope, Thompson Shan- 
non and others. 


Craig, 


Summer Session, July 8 to August 16 


Two three-week terms, July 8-26 and 
July 29-August 16 


Courses in Bible, Christian Ethics, 
Philosophy of Religion, Church His- 
tory, Practical Theology, Religious 
Education. 


Address: Director of Summer Courses 
UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
3041 Broadway, New York 27, N. Y. 














OUTLOOK 


4. Across the Barriers of Race and 
Class 


Publicans and sinners were social 
outcasts. But Jesus, as we have seen, 
disregarded social barriers and treated 
people as people. Jews hated and de- 
spised the Samaritans, and Samaritans 
returned their scorn with good measure. 
But Jesus did not recognize any bar- 
rier created by prejudice and tradition. 
He saw in every man, in every woman, 
a child of God, whose personality was 
of infinite worth. The Samaritan woman 
was surprised when a Jewish teacher 
spoke to her without condescension, but 
that was only because she did not know 
Jesus. 


5. The Little and the Great 


Some of those who responded to 
Jesus’ offer of friendship were de- 
spised and scorned by the leaders of 
Jewish society; but there were many 
others who were themselves members 
of the ruling class. Two in this class 
are named in our present lesson— 
Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea. 
Nicodemus was a member of the San- 
hedrim, the court council of seventy- 
one, which held supreme power over 
the whole nation. He came to Jesus 
at first by night, presumably because 
he did not wish to be seen. He is 
sometimes criticized for his caution and 
timidity, but it must not be forgotten 
that he had not yet learned to know 
Jesus, and that most of his associates— 
priests, scribes, rulers, Pharisees—had 
taken up an attitude of hostility to- 
ward him. It was not easy for Nico- 
demus to take a stand, but the time 
came when he avowed himself, though 
it meant a definite breach with his 
class. And so with Joseph, also a mem- 
ber of the Sanhedrim, and a man of 
wealth. He had been a secret disciple, 
but when Christ was crucified, he came 
out openly with a profession of his de- 
votion, 

The disciples thought it beneath 
Jesus’ dignity to be bothered with chil- 
dren, or perhaps, that his time and 
strength should be given to more im- 
portant people. But when his disciples 
sought to prevent parents from coming 
with their children Jesus was moved 
with indignation. .When his disciples 
made mistakes, as so frequently they 
did, Jesus felt it, but manifested no in- 
dignation. The intensity of his emotion 
on this occasion reveals his love for 
children and helps us to understand 
their love for him. 

We meet only a few of Jesus’ friends 
in the passage before us, but there are 
enough to show that there were no 
limits to his friendship, and that he at- 
tracted friends from both sexes, from 
every age and group and class. 


Down Through the Ages 


He has continued to attract men and 
women down through the ages. Many 


changes have occurred in men’s beliefs 
and in their habits, customs, and insti- 
tutions since Christ was here on earth, 
“and yet the Master outspans all the 
changes, and more people in the 20th 
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century take him for the Ideal than 
had ever heard of him the first century 
or the tenth. . - Men of all genera- 
tions find in his trust in God, his loyalty 
to his Cause, his love of men, his 
quenchless hope, in these timeless and 
universal qualities suffused by his 
divine Spirit, their unsurpassable and 
complete ideal.’ 

This universal appeal of Jesus has 
also overleaped the deep divisions of 
one race from another. Rudyard Kip- 
ling knew both Orient and Occident; he 
was at home alike in England, India, or 
the United States; and his verdict was, 


“O, the East is East, and the West is 
West, 
And never the twain shall meet.’ 


But the twain have met—in Jesus, who 
combines the highest virtues, and who 
meets the deepest needs of both East 
and West. The friends of Jesus are 
found today in every clime and in every 
land. 


The ideal of character in Jesus over- 
leaps also the deep division between 
manhood and womanhood. 


“The two sexes represent two spheres 
of character; they move in two realms 
of temperament; the glory of their life 
together has never been in identity of 
function but in balanced harmony. Yet 
we take it for granted that both should 
find their ideal in Christ. . . 

“‘We may note further the appeal of 
the Master’s character to the succes- 
sive stages in any individual’s growth 
from childhood to old age. Youth, ma- 
turity, age—what unlike virtues they 
exhibit and what various needs they 
bear! Childhood wants gentleness and 
friendly care; youth wants leadership 
calling to knightly adventure; maturity 
wants wisdom and steadying power in 
the midst of life’s battle; old age wants 
constancy, patience, and the grace of 
fortitude. Yet all these various quali- 
ties which are the characteristic virtues 
of the individual.as he grows in years 
and achieves the graces that meet the 
need of his successive stages in develop- 
ment, we find in Christ. Childhood is gen- 
tle but not strong; youth is adventurous 
but not patient; maturity is courageous 
but often disillusioned and cynical; old 
age is patient but often hopeless; but 
to any extent that seems impossible in 
a character, whose years on earth num- 
bered not more than thirty-three, the 
Master comprehended in himself the vir- 
tue of all ages without their defects— 
gentle and strong, adventurous and 
patient, courageous and joyful, endur- 
ing and hopeful. The number of a per- 
son’s years has never changed the ade- 
quacy of Christ as the ideal. The chil- 
dren sing, ‘What a friend we have in 
Jesus!’’ youth sings, ‘The Son of God 
goes forth to war!’ the mature sing, 
‘How firm a foundation, ye saints of 
the Lord!’ the aged sing, 


‘While life’s dark maze I tread, 
And griefs around me spread, 
Be thou my guide.’ 


“All centuries, all races, both sexes, 
all ages find in the Master their virtues 
consummated. The white light in him 
gathers up all the split and partial 
colors of our little spectrums. As we 
consider the significance of this, his 
word possesses a fresh and persuasive 
meaning when he says, ‘Ye call me 
Teacher and Lord, and ye do well, for 
so I am.”’ (Harry Emerson Fosdick, in 
The Manhood of the Master, published 
by Association Press.) 
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BOOK SECTION 


Mothers and Families 


THE KEEPER OF THE DOOR. By 
George E. Sweazey. The Bethany Press, 
St. Louis, Mo., 1946. 190 pages. $2. 

This is a book of eleven splendid 
Mother’s Day sermons which have in- 
sights and encouragement for every 
member of the Christian family. Be- 
cause of their scope, they suggest a 
variety of possibilities for Mother’s Day 
preaching. The various sermons illus- 
trate from Scripture the opportunities, 
limitations, sorrows, ideals, frustra- 
tions, relationships, difficulties and in- 
terdependence of mothers and their 
families, 

Dr. Sweazey shows us that the dis- 
tinguishing qualities of motherhood— 
sympathy and patience—are not limited 
to mothers. Because they have their 
source in the character of God, these 
qualities are available to all. 

The author convinces us that mothers 
have the means of saving our world 
because they may work with God in 
forming a child’s character. The char- 
acter thus formed determines the re- 
sults of the child’s education, the out- 
come of his fortune, the issue of his 


contact with sin, and the meaning of 
his total personality. 


ELIZABETH GRIFFY. 





GUIDE TO OLD TESTAMENT 
STUDY. By Mildred C. Luckhardt. Asso- 
ciation Press, New York, 1945. 174 
pages. $1.50. 


The author of this excellent outline 
for teaching boys and girls from the 
ninth to the eleventh grades draws from 
her wide experience in the fields of 
the church school, the Girl Scout Or- 


ganization, and the YWCA. The book’s 
introductory notes, procedure or ‘ideas 
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to follow,’’ questions and activities are 
so constructed that they can be adapted 
to the local situation, whether it be 


used in a church school or weekday 
school, or for individual study. 


For those who are interested in im- 
proving their teaching of the Old Tes- 
tament, this GUIDE TO OLD TESTA- 
MENT STUDY will offer stimulating 
help. 

MIRIAM E. BOWDITCH. 


THAT’S OUR CHURCH. By Vernon 
McMaster. Frederick Fell, Inc., New 
York, 1944. 123 pages. $1.00. 


This is the story of the Davis family 
who together discover the thrilling out- 
reaches of the Episcopal Church. In 
this book the author, who is an Epis- 
copal rector, has sought to acquaint 
young people with the history, the gov- 
ernment, and the order of the Epis- 
copal Church. 

It is written in the language that 
an Intermediate can understand, and 
at the same time will prove valuable 
to ministers, teachers, and parents in 
making the church become more alive 
for its young members. 


FLORINE MILLER. 


A KNIGHT THERE WAS. By Mary 
England. The Macmillan Company, 
New York, 1945. 60 pages. $1.00. 


Here are the thoughts of an English 
family growing together in understand- 
ing through their suffering. Mother 
and Father find comfort in their loss 
when Boy is killed in battle, through 
realizing that his dreams are being ful- 
filled in eternity. The mother says, ‘‘I 
think that it is only through suffering 
that we learn compassion, and so the 
great longing of my heart is to be able 
to help others and to try to 
make the road of experience ... a 
little easier for those who are traveling 
the way our feet have trod.” 

The book will have a universal ap- 


peal, not only for its story, but also 
because of its beauty of language. 
MARTHA JANE FRENCH. 





WANTED: Several workers with 
younger children at a Presbyterian Or- 
phan’s Home. For information write to 
Westminster Service Bureau, 410 Urban 
Building, Louisville 2, Kentucky. 





Christianity Needs Young People 

Who will go preach, teach, heal, 
serve—in the highways and byways, in 
every continent and the islands of the 
seas? Give your life to help build the 
foundations of peace in the postwar 
world. An education will prepare you 
for service. 


Presbyterian Junior College 


Offers standard freshman and sopho- 
more courses leading to the Associate 
in Arts or Associate in Science degree; 
one- and two-year commercial courses; 
preparatory courses at 10th, 11th and 
12th grade levels; aeronautics. Ex- 
service men may enter at any time. 
Write for catalog: Box B-7, Maxton, 
N. C. 






















SINCE 1863... 
AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 


You can trust the 

National trademark .. . 

for more than three quarters 
of a century it has been found 
on fine Bibles. There is one 

to fill your every need. 


KING JAMES VERSION 





"ha 
National piBLes 





Exploring the Old Testament 
By Rachel Henderlite 





A workbook for students, this study 
in the Old Testament is planned to 
help students of high school age to 
explore the lives of men and women 
of the past as they have found God 
and have learned to build their ‘ives 
around their knowledge of Him. 
Graphically presented, clear-cut in 
gutline and suggestion, this splendid 
guide encourages individual explora- 
tion and projecting. 


Paper, 75c 


Exploring the New Testament 
By Rachel Henderlite 
Now in preparation. Paper, 75c 


—Greetings to the Assembly’s Training School 
WE ARE PROUD TO BE THE PUBLISHERS OF BOOKS BY THREE MEMBERS OF THE FACULTY 


OF THE TRAINING SCHOOL 
Hymnal for Christian Worship 
By James R. Sydnor, Editor 


Pastors, worship leaders, congrega- 
tions—all respond wholeheartedly to 
this unique hymnal. Containing 340 
thoughtfully selected hymns and em- 
bodying many valuable features, it 
was designed to give our Church and 
Sunday schools the most up-to-date, 
the most adequate, and the most in- 
teresting utility hymnal known. 


100 or more copies, 60c each, plus 
postage. 
12-99 copies, 65c each, plus postage. 
Single copies, 75c each, postpaid. 





How to Enjoy Studying the Bible 
By Joseph M. Gettys 
Written at the request of the stu- 
dents as a means of making clearer 
to them, and to those they might 
teach, the direct method of study 
which they found so helpful. A sim- 
ple and direct method of individual 
Bible study, possible for those who 
want to learn about the Bible but 
who do not have good libraries or 
have not been taught effective 

methods of Bible study. 
Paper, 60c 


How to Enjoy Studying the Book 


of Revelation 
By Joseph M. Gettys 
Now in preparation. Paper, 60c 





8 N. Sixth Street 
Richmond 9, Virginia 


PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 


1814 Main Street 
Dallas 1, Texas 
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RECRUITING THE MINISTRY | 


To secure an adequate supply of suitable men for the ministry is the most vital prob 
lem connected with the life and growth of the Church. The solution of all other problems, 
to a greater or less extent, must depend upon this. 


AN AGE LONG PROBLEM 


All through the centuries men have been anxiously 
conscious of that fact which so stirred the heart of the 
Saviour as He saw the multitudes scattered as sheep 
not having a shepherd, and with Him have exclaimed, 
‘‘The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are 
few.’’ 
istry, 


Because of the strict requirement for its min- 
the Presbyterian Church has suffered in this re- 
gard in a peculiar manner. 


THE REMEDY 


By command and example Christ has made it clear 
that prayer is the one unfailing means of insuring the 
requisite leadership for His work in the world. ‘‘Pray 
ye, therefore, the Lord of the harvest that He will send 
forth laborers into His harvest.’’ 


When the pastor prays this prayer he must present 
the claims of Christ upon the lives of the boys and 
girls. 

Scores of men and women declare they never heard 
a sermon on the call to the ministry or mission serv- 
ice. Often the prayer, ‘‘that God will call out from 
the homes of this church boys and girls who will serve 
Him as ministers and missionaries,’’ is omitted. 


When parents pray this prayer they should dedicate 
their sons and daughters to God’s work, and create 
an atmosphere in which high and holy aims in life 
may be developed. 


Dr. John R. Mott says, ‘‘Of the 128 leading preach- 
ers of the world during the last five hundred years, 
all but nine came from homes where conditions were 
favorable to the development of spiritual life.’’ 
What is the condition of your home? 


When boys and girls and young men and young 
women pray this prayer they should cry from hearts 
willing to obey, ‘‘Lord, what wilt Thou have me to 
do?’’ 


“In this time of world upheavel, and as we draw near the period of world reconstruc- — 
said Dr. John R. Mott, “ 


tion, it is clear to me,”’ 


The trumpet call of God for a large increase in the © 
number of suitable, trained ministers is loud and im- 
perative. Does the wise God sound a blast which He © 
has provided no servants to hear? 


Keith-Falconer said: ‘‘While vast continents are 
shrouded in almost utter darkness, and hundreds of 
millions suffer the horrors of heathenism, and of Islam, 
the burden of proof rests on you to show that the cir- 
cumstances in which God has placed you were meant 
by God to keep you out of the mission field.’’ 


OUR RESPONSIBILITY 


When we all pray we must pray believingly and 
importunately. ‘‘The neglect of prayer at home,’’ 
says Robert E. Speer, ‘‘means defeat at the battle 
front.”’ 


When the Church prays, every means to secure the 
answer should be used. 


Boys and girls should be kept in the High Schools 
and in the Colleges of the Church in these critical 
times. 


Our Presbyterian Seminaries, Colleges and Train- 
ing Schools—the great factories that produce minis- 
ters and mission workers—should be better supported 
and more adequately endowed, and filled with our own 
sons and daughters. 


The Student Loan Fund that helps the boy and girl 
from the poor homes of the Church is available to 
assist those who desire to be trained for the finer 
leadership. 


All should obey the call of the General Assembly: 
‘‘That parents in our Church be earnestly exhorted 
to consecrate their sons to the Gospel Ministry, and 
that our pastors and Sunday school teachers be urged 
to keep the claims of the ministry as a life’s work 
constantly before the boys and young men of the 
Church.”’ 


that there is no work more important 


than that of insuring an able, well educated leadership of the Christian forces.” 


FOR LITERATURE TO HELP YOU DISCOVER GOD’S PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE, 
WRITE TO 


Presbyterian Church in the United States 
Education for the Ministry and Mission Service 
REV. WADE H. BOGGS, D. D., Executive Secretary 
410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Ky. 











